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THE ROSE BOWL INSTITUTE CELEBRATES THREE-YEAR ANNIVERSARY AFTER 
CONTINUING TO IMPACT THOUSANDS OF YOUTH IN PERSON & VIRTUALLY WORLD WIDE

PASADENA, Calif. (August 23, 2022) This month, The Rose Bowl Legacy Foundation, a non-profit that protects, preserves, and enhances the future of the Rose Bowl Stadium, will celebrate its two-year anniversary of the launch of the Rose Bowl Institute (RBi). In its first two years, the RBi has worked to champion sportsmanship, leadership, and citizenship through its various educational programs, focused dialogues, and awards. The Rose Bowl Institute continues to leverage the power of sports to unite people everywhere.
 
Thanks to the generosity of a growing national donor base, and key local philanthropists, the RBi continues to provide viewers and participants with free programming that supports and strengthens members of society. These include panels on Race and Sports, an annual multi-day Women’s Empowerment Symposium, and the Rose Table Dialogues that focus on private, round table discussions.
 
“The Institute is proud to have impacted so many so soon after our launch,” said Rose Bowl Institute President, Charlie Firestone. “It’s been an exciting first two years to an ambitious program aimed at moving people from a win-at-all-cost mentality to a sportsmanship mentality.”

The Institute’s Advisory Board, composed of 44 leading sports, media, civic and business leaders, have both advised and participated in the RBi’s activities since the beginning. These include Ronnie Lott, Ann Meyers Drysdale, JC Watts, Billie Jean King, Dick Vermeil, Jessica Mendoza, Tim Brant, Eric Dickerson, Cobi Jones, Stan Kasten, Larry Paul, Baron Davis, Brandi Chastain, Julie Foudy and many others.
 
The Institute has also developed key partnerships across the United States with the National Constitution Center, the Ross Institute of Sports and Equality (R.I.S.E), UCLA’s Center for Media, Entertainment & Sports at the Anderson School of Business Management, the USC Annenberg Center for Communications Leadership & Policy, the Christina Mauser Foundation, and the Albright Institute at Wellesley College.
 
Launching amidst a global pandemic, the Institute embraced the virtual world to engage a digital audience during its initial launch. The RBi’s first program in August 2020, initiated its Dialogue on Race and Sports, focusing on the legacy of Pasadena native, Jackie Robinson. Subsequent panels have addressed tops such as collective athlete activism, and the state of race in sports. Beginning in Fall 2022, the dialogue will address Asian Americans in sports. 
 
Last September, the Rose Bowl Institute successfully executed another flagship program platform, its Women’s Empowerment Symposium, which has served over 1000 registered participants from 33 states and 8 countries. The symposium has featured leading speakers such as actress Alyssa Milano, Olympian Misty May-Treanor, and soccer stars Julie Foudy and Brandi Chastain. This past Spring, the RBi successfully hosted its first Women’s Empowerment Networking Luncheon in person on the Rose Bowl Stadium’s Spieker Field. The luncheon was headlined by seven-time NCAA Champion UCLA gymnastics coach, Valorie Kondos-Field and former UCLA student-athlete gymnast, Katelyn Ohashi.

The Rose Bowl Institute hosted its inaugural Rose Table Dialogue in the Charles E. Young Locker Room at the Rose Bowl with a group of 20 renowned sports media and management dignitaries to address various ways that the public could see more acts of sportsmanship in coverage of games and events. 

In addition to the programing that the Institute has accomplished over the past two years, it has also awarded multiple scholarships and awards to youth in support of their continued education. Due to the generosity of its donors, the Institute has provided scholarships via its Women’s Empowerment Symposium platform, and through its partnership with the Christina Mauser Foundation. 
 
This summer, the Institute awarded its first Rose Bowl Sportsmanship Initiative (ROSI) Sportsperson of the Year to Jackie Robinson. Robinson, a Pasadena native, exemplified the values of sportsmanship, leadership, and citizenship throughout his life. He also set the Rose Bowl record for the longest run in its history as a kick returner for Pasadena Jr. College (now Pasadena Community College), prior to lettering in four-sports at UCLA, his barrier-breaking career in Major League Baseball, and subsequent career in business, civil rights, and public life.  A statue of Robinson greets visitors at the front of the iconic Rose Bowl Stadium, a historic landmark described by legendary sports announcer Keith Jackson as the Grandaddy Of Them All®.

The Rose Bowl Institute is currently planning for its fourth annual Women’s Empowerment Symposium to be streamed this Fall. As part of an ongoing series of dialogues on Race and Sports, and a series of private Rose Table Dialogues. As the program continues to develop and expand, future plans include a Sportsmanship in Schools program, a podcast, and the continuation and growth of Rose Bowl Sportsmanship Initiative (ROSI) that will recognize, encourage, and award outstanding acts of sportsmanship.
 
“We plan to send athletes into schools to talk about sportsmanship and its analogies to citizenship,” said Rose Bowl Institute Program Director, Lauren Hall. “We will have a sportsmanship story contest, and eventually give out ROSI Awards for outstanding acts of sportsmanship across all levels of men’s and women’s sports. And we will have Rose Table Dialogues among sportscasters and journalists to see how sportsmanship can be more visible to the public.”
 
“We are excited that the Rose Bowl Institute continues to grow as its programming is so incredibly important,” said Dedan Brozino, Chief Development Officer for the Rose Bowl Legacy Foundation. “The Rose Bowl is not only a venue of legendary sports moments, but also a shrine to amazing sports values. The Rose Bowl Institute reflects and celebrates the essence of the Rose Bowl as we look to celebrate our centennial this year.”
 
“As Nelson Mandela observed, ‘Sport has the power to change the world,’” added Brozino.  “That is what we intend to do with this institute: continue to apply positive sports values to civil society.”
 
See Rose Bowl Institute video here. If you are interested in more information please email rosebowlinstitute@rosebowlstadium.com or visit www.rosebowlinstitute.org. 

###

About the Rose Bowl Institute
The Rose Bowl Institute champions sportsmanship, leadership, and citizenship. Through educational programs, focused dialogues, and awards, the Institute leverages the power of sports to unite people everywhere. Launched in 2020, it is an arm of the Rose Bowl Legacy Foundation. Charlie Firestone, a former vice president of the Aspen Institute, leads the Institute. Additionally, the Institute has grown an Advisory Board.

About the Rose Bowl Legacy Foundation
Formed in 2010, the Rose Bowl Legacy Foundation is a 501(c)3, tax-exempt organization whose primary goal is to financially ensure the protection, preservation, and enhancement of the future of the Stadium as a National Historic Landmark. The foundation has established funding for key capital improvement initiatives, educational programming and heritage protection due to the generosity of supporters from around the world who are invested in its premier future. 

About the Rose Bowl Stadium
[bookmark: _Hlk112060585]The Rose Bowl Stadium is the proud home of the Tournament of Roses Rose Bowl Game, UCLA Bruins football, AmericaFest Fourth of July Celebration, concerts including Kenny Chesney, Coldplay, Taylor Swift and U2, international and Premier League soccer matches and the World’s Largest Flea Market.

A National Historic Landmark built in 1922 and known around the world, the Rose Bowl Stadium has earned its world-class reputation by hosting five NFL Super Bowl games, the 1984 Olympic Soccer matches, the 1994 Men’s World Cup, the 1999 Women’s World Cup, four BCS National College Football Championship Games and the College Football Playoff Semifinal game. 
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